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What to do in a Pet Emergen-
cy, Ways to Avoid Them, and 
How to Help Your Pet When 

It’s Time to Say Goodbye 
 
As many of us know, some-
times our pets eat something 
they shouldn’t, take an unfor-
tunate fall, or suffer a colli-
sion at the dog park. When 
we make that unscheduled 
visit to the Emergency Vet 
we’re not usually at our best, 

nor is our canine or feline family member.  If you’ve 
visited the Olympia Emergency Veterinary Hospital, on 
Pacific Avenue, you may have met our next speaker, 
Dr. Blair Burggren. 

Dr. Burggren will provide tips on how to avoid visits 
to the Emergency Vet and what to expect if you do 
need to make such a visit.  Additionally, Dr. Buggren 
will spend a few minutes with us on ways to know 
when it’s time to say good-bye to our pet family mem-
bers, and how we can make it a smooth transition for 
them.    

Today, Blair holds the position of Medical Director 
for Olympia Pet Emergency, located in Lacey. In 2011, 
he and his wife started Peaceful Transition Services, a 
mobile practice devoted solely to providing in-home 
euthanasia of companion animals in the area. 

Please join us on March 14th to meet Dr. Blair and to hear 

his enlightening and timely presentation.  

March Pet Partners Guest Speaker 

By Rich Friedman 
Message President John Stern 

 
 
Greetings Pet Partner Members. 
 
Those of you who have read the March issue of Pan 
News may have noticed that Pet Partner members 
will be electing a new president at the March 14th 
membership meeting. The past 2-1/2 years, as your 
president, have been a pleasure and positive experi-
ence for me, but it is time to allow for new ideas and 
new approaches to solve the issues we confront. I 
want to thank all of you for the support you have 
provided over the past few years and would particu-
larly like to thank the many board members I have 
worked with, including Sharon Brown, Cynthia Dan-
iels, Carolyn Lindstrom, Becky Johnson, Jan Rein-
hardtsen, Kathy Lindsay, Maurie Laufer, Rich Fried-
man and Edith Bryan. 
 
I would ask that you provide equal support to your 
new president. I am confident  that Pet Partners will 
continue to develop into an organization that not 
only meets the needs of you and your pets, but also 
an organization you can be proud of. Best wishes to 
all of you and I look forward to our continued rela-
tionship. 

 

NEXT MEETING 
March 14, 2109 

2:00 PM 
Quinault Auditorium 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of November, VP/Treasurer Sharon Brown 
reported a bank balance of  $1941.46 

Blair completed his undergraduate studies and 
veterinary medical school at Washington State Uni-
versity in 2003.  Since then, he has worked exclu-
sively in Thurston county in general practice and 
emergency medicine, and regularly writes a column 
entitled “Ask the ER Vet” in Pet Connection Maga-
zine.   
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In our last issue, we had an ar-
ticle about Egyptian Cat Mummies. 
Upon further investigation, we 
found further historical information 
about the history of cats in other 
cultures that is very interesting. 

 
The History of Cats in Ancient Japan 

The Egyptians observed the way 
cats were both caring toward their 
young, while maintaining hunter in-
stincts.. Domestic cats were not only 
cute and cuddly, but they would protect 
the home by killing mice and hunting 
snakes. They were protecting families. 
These were the basic qualities the 
Egyptians wanted to associate with 
divinities. 

While cats were protecting the 
homestead in Egypt, over in Japan they 
were being entrusted with guarding 
Buddhist scriptures being transported to 
the country on ships from China. “Cats 
were basically trying to keep mice and 
rats away from those important objects,” 
explains Miwako Tezuka, the curator of 
the 2015 Life of Cats art exhibition at 
the Japan Society, in New York City. 
“So they came to Japan with this 
revered image.” 

Cats quickly became the stars of 
folk tales during the sixth century—and 
even appeared in horror stories. In one 
famous yarn, a cat-shaped stone, situ-
ated along the 53 Stations in Tokaido, 
represents a woman who was unjustly 

rounded up the necessary ingredients 
and simmered a potion for a year and 
a day that would cure Morfran. But 
things went awry and a kid, called 
Gwion, benefited from the portion. So 
Ceridwen changed into a Greyhound, 
an otter, a hawk and a hen to eventu-
ally gobble down Gwion once he’d 
become a grain of corn. As this shape-
shifting drama unfolded, the cats simp-
ly sat there and watched as if gazing at 
birds out of a window. Ceridwen was 
attended by white cats who carried out 
her orders on Earth. 

 
The History of Cats in Ancient India 

Further folklore shenanigans took 
place in 4th century India. Cats were 
initially appreciated for their ability to 
ward off vermin and snakes, but in the 
Mahabharata (a famous 100,00 verse 
epic poem), a feline called Lomasa 
teams up with a mouse, named Palita, 
to both escape from death while phi-
losophizing about the nature of power. 
The god Indra also donned a feline 
disguise to escape from the husband 
of a maid whom he successfully put 
the moves on. 

There is a theory that the tale 
Puss in Boots might have been 
adapted from an ancient Indian folk 
story. 

 
History of Cats in Ancient Arabia 

The greatest kitty moment in the 
history of cats involves felines in Islam, 
where Muhammad was a prototype cat 
guy who outlawed the harming and 
killing of felines. His cat of choice was 
Muezza, who had a habit of sleeping 
on his prayer robe. So smitten was 
Muhammad with Muezza, that he cut 
off the sleeve of his robe, rather than 
wake the cat when she decided to take 
a nap on it. 

Collectively repaying the favor, a 
cat belonging to Muhammad’s ally, 

MORE HISTORY OF CATS, MYTHS AND SUPERSITITIONS 

murdered. Naturally, at night the 
stone becomes alive and engages in 
what Tezuka calls “fights between 
this monster cat lady and warriors 
who were traveling through that re-
gion.” 

 
History of Cats in Ancient Europe 

Continuing with the daredevil 
adventures and the history of cats, 
Nordic mythology features Freya, a 
multi-tasking character who man-
aged to become the goddess of fertil-
ity, love, sex, war, magic and, of 
course, cats. After Thor woke her up 
from a catnap one day, by tearing 
around in a chariot pulled by bleating 
goats, she yelled at him. As Thor 
continued his cruise at a quieter 
pace, he chanced across a couple of 
kittens named Bygul and Trjegul, in a 
tree. He gifted them to Freya and she 
used them to pull her own chariot, 
with local famers leaving out milk for 
the cats in a bid to be blessed with a 
healthy harvest. The felines are con-
sidered to be the original Norwegian 
Forest Cats, and the breed quickly 
popped up on Viking ships as ratters 
and garnered a reputation for ward-
ing off trolls in fairy tales. 

Taking a cue from Freya, Cerid-

wen was a Welsh goddess who man-
aged to birth a son, Morfran, who 
looked like a giant black crow. Using 
a magic cauldron and two white cats, 
who acted as her concierges, she 

Guards of Buddhist Scriptures with 
cats 
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5 Interesting Facts about Maneki 
Neko (Lucky Cats or Fortune 
Cats) 

If you’ve ever visited a Chinese 
or Japanese restaurant, Asian su-
permarket, or any Chinatown shop 
for that matter, you’ve probably no-
ticed a little cat figurine perched 
quietly by the cash register. This 
Fortune Cat, or Maneki Neko, is a 
lucky cat charm that’s very popular 
in Japanese and Chinese Cultures. 
It is a talisman that is believed to 
attract good luck and fortune for its 
owners. Thus, it is very common to 
find one on display in stores, restau-
rants and other businesses. 

Aside from finding it really cute, 
you probably never knew the mean-
ing behind the “Fortune Cat” other 
than it was supposed to be lucky. 
You might find the facts about 
Maneki Neko interesting. 

 
What Maneki Neko Means. 
In Japanese, Maneki Neko means 
“beckoning cat.” The cat has its paw 
raised as if it’s waving in good for-
tune for its owners. Other common 
monikers include Lucky Cat, Money 
Cat, Waving Cat and Welcoming 
Cat. 

 

Legends Behind Maneki Neko 
No one can quite agree as to 

how the first Maneki Neko came 
to be. However, most will agree 
that Lucky Cats first appeared 
during the Edo period in Japan 
(17th century to mid-19th century). 

There are a couple of popular 
legends about the origins of the 
Lucky Cat. The first tells of a 
wealthy man who took shelter 
from a rainstorm under a tree next 
to a temple. He noticed a cat that 
seemed to be beckoning him, so 
he followed it inside the temple. 
Shortly thereafter, lightning struck 
the tree he had been standing 
under. Because the cat had saved 
his life, the man was so grateful, 
he became a benefactor of the 
temple and brought it much pros-
perity. When he passed away, a 
statue of the cat was made in his 
honor. 

Another common legend sur-
rounding the Maneki Neko is a 
really peculiar one. A geisha had 
a pet cat that she adored. One 
day, it was tugging at her kimono 
and the owner of the brothel 
thought the cat was possessed, 
so he sliced off its head with a 
sword.  The flying cat head landed 
on a snake that was about to 
strike and the fangs killed the  
snake and saved the woman. The 
geisha was so distraught by the 
loss of her cat that one of her cus-
tomers made a statue of the cat to 
cheer her up. 

 
Significance of Maneki Neko’s 
Raised Paw. 

There’s actually a meaning 
behind which paw the Maneki 
Neko cat is holding up[. If it’s the 
left paw, this is supposed to at-
tract customers. If the right paw is 

MORE HISTORY OF CATS, MYTHS AND SUPERSITITIONS (CONTINUED) 

Abu Hurairah, intervened and saved 
Muhammad from a shake’s attack. 
In return, Muhammad petted the cat 
along his back while granting him a 
very special ability—the knack of 
always landing on his feet. It’s a 
move that cats are still pulling off to 
this day. 

 
Peruvian Shape-Shifting God 

Al-Apaec, a god of the pre-Inca 
civilization, known as the Mochica, 
was often depicted as an old man 
with a wrinkled face, long fangs and 
cat-like whiskers. He was said to 
have evolved from an ancient cat 
god and to be able to assume the 
form of a tomcat. 

 
Guardian of Chinese Families 

A cat god, called Li Shou ap-
pears in the Chinese Book of Rites. 
He was worshipped by farmers be-
cause he protected the crops from 
being eaten by rats and mice. 

 
A Polish Protector 

In ancient Poland, Ovinnik, who 
appeared in the form of a black cat, 
was worshipped by many farming 
families because he watched over 
domestic animals and chased away 
evil-matured ghosts and mischie-
vous fairies. (Like most creatures of 
Slavonic mythology, they were great 
until you didn’t appreciate them or 
give them what they needed—then 
they did things like make mischief 
that could have tragic results.) 

 
Shape-Shifting Greek Goddess 

Greek mythology tells of how 
the goddess Hecate assumed the 
form of a cat in order to escape the 
monster Typhon. Afterwards, she 
extended special treatment to all 
cats. 

Maneki Neko aka Lucky Cat or 
Fortune Cat 
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raised, this invites good fortune and 
money. They both sound pretty good, 
which is why sometimes you can find a 
Fortune Cat with both of its paws in the 
air. Two paws up can also represent 
protection. 

 
Symbolism Behind Lucky Cat’s Col-
ors 

While you will most commonly see a 
white Maneki Neko, with orange and 
black spots, there are quite a few color 
variations and they each have a special 
meaning. 
1. Calico:  Traditional color combina-

tion, considered to be the luckiest. 
2. White:  Happiness, purity and posi-

tive things to come. 
3. Gold:  Wealth and prosperity. 
4. Black:  Wards off evil spirits. 
5. Red:  Success in love and relation-

ships 
6. Green:  Good health. 
 
Meaning Behind What the Maneki 
Neko is Wearing and Holding 

Maneki Neko is a finely dressed cat, 
usually adorned with a bib, collar and 
bell. In the Edo period, it was common 
for wealthy people to dress their pet cats 
this way; a bell was tied to the collar so 
that owners could keep track of their 
cats’ whereabouts. 

Fortune Cat figurines often hold 
other things in their paws. These in-
clude: 
1. A koban worth one ryo: This is a 

Japanese coin from the Edo period. 
A ryo was considered to be quite 
the fortune back then. 

2. The magic money mallet: If you see 
a small hammer, this represents 
wealth. When shaken, the mallet is 
supposed to attract wealth. 

3. A fish, most likely a carp: This fish is 
symbolic of abundance and good 
fortune. 

4. A marble or gem: This is another 
money magnet. Some people be-
lieve it is a crystal ball and repre-
sents wisdom. 

 
Lucky Cats can also be found hold-

ing gourds, prayer tablets, daikon rad-
ishes and ingots. These items also rep-
resent wealth and good luck. 

Regardless of the name, legend, 
raised paw, color or item in its paw, you 
basically can’t go wrong with a Maneki 
Neko perched by your side. 

 
Are Cat Whiskers Good Luck? 5 

Myths and Superstitions  
Surrounding Cat Whiskers 

Many cat parents already know the 
cool scientific facts behind cat whiskers. 
They do tons of strange, but true, things 
like gauging spatial relations and help-
ing capture prey. But few know the folk-
lore and stories. 

 
Myth:  Are cat whiskers good luck, 
in general? 

Keeping your cat’s whiskers or 
using them as good-luck talismans? 
You’re not taking the crazy cat lady/cat 
man thing to the next level. Just as hu-
man parents do with baby teeth, tons of 
cat moms and dads treasure cat whisk-
ers as keepsakes from their fur babies. 
Since cats don’t shed whiskers very 
often (if your cat is losing whiskers fre-
quently, contact your vet). Finding one 
is thought be good luck. Cat owners put 
fallen whiskers in jars, inside their purs-
es or tape them to computer monitors 
as symbols of good fortune—and subtle 
reminders of the feline family members, 
no matter where their days take them. 

True: Anything that calls to 
mind our beloved pets is a positive 
thing. 

 
Myth: Are cat whiskers good luck 
for avoiding or escaping car acci-
dents “by a whisker”? 

Take the cat whisker keepsake 
thing to the next level—some spells say 
putting a cat whisker in a white bag, 
inside of your car, will guard against 
accidents, thieves, mechanical prob-
lems and tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE HISTORY OF CATS, MYTHS AND SUPERSITITIONS (CONTINUED) 

True: Since cars haven’t 
been around a long time, we 
surmise that this modern-day 
spell has recently tested as true. 
 
Myth: Cat whiskers are power-
ful in other spells too. 

Cats have often been associat-
ed with witches and witchcraft, so it 
makes sense that cat whiskers are 
prevalent in a few spells used for 
guidance, balance, travel, eye 
health and getting out of tight situa-
tions. 

The jury is still out on this 
one. 

 
Myth:  The phrase “to be 

the cat’s whiskers” 
You’ve probably heard the 

phrases “the cat’s meow” and “the 
cat’s pajamas”...but what about “the 
cat’s whiskers”? To “be the cat’s 
whiskers” is an idiom hailing from 
the 1920s that means to be excel-
lent, superior or better than every-
one else. 

True: Cat whiskers go 
above and beyond a fancy face 
decoration, so we say this 
phrase rings in as just right! 
ARE C 
Myth: Cat whiskers control  
balance 

A cat with cut or damaged 
whiskers acts strange and disorient-
ed—so those ever-powerful whisk-
ers must control their balance too. 

False. This one is false and 
you should never cut or trim a 
kitty’s whiskers—they’re packed 
with sensory nerves and even a 
small whisker styling could seri-
ously hurt your feline. 
 
Excerpts from www.catser.com 
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Shishi is translated as “lion” but it 
can also refer to a dog with magical 
properties and the power to repel evil 
spirits. A pair of shishi traditionally 
stand outside the gates of Japanese 
Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples, 
although temples are more often 
guarded by two Nio Protectors. The 
Shishi (like the Nio) are traditionally 
depicted in pairs, one with mouth 

open and one with mouth shut.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The opened/closed mouth relates 
to Ah (open mouth) and Un (closed 
mouth). “Ah” is the first sound in the 
Japanese alphabet, while 
“N”  (pronounced “un” ) is the last. 
These two sounds symbolize begin-
ning and end, birth and death, and all 
possible outcomes (from alpha to 
omega) in the cosmic dance of exist-
ence.  Others say the open mouth is 
to scare off demons, and the closed 
mouth to shelter and keep in good 
spirits. The circular object often shown 
beneath their feet is the Tama, or sa-
cred Buddhist jewel, a symbol of Bud-
dhist wisdom that brings light to dark-
ness and holds the power to grant 

wishes. 

Foo Dogs, Chinese guardian li-
ons, are the ancient sacred dogs of 
Asia, who have traditionally guarded 
palaces, temples, tombs and homes 
of the wealthy. The Foo Dog (lion dog) 
statues also make a strong statement 
and add style to any room, front porch 
or garden. These dogs have magnifi-
cent aesthetic appeal and a rich histo-

ry of legend and tradition. 

Foo Dogs can be traced as early 
as the Han Dynasty. Their first ap-

pearance was in Chinese art, which 
dates back to approximately 208 BC 
to about 221 AD. Foo Dogs van-
ished for nearly 400 years after their 
first appearance. They later returned 
in the Tang Dynasty that was in 
power from 618 to 917 AD. Foo 
Dogs were popular because of their 

meaning. 

There have been other theories 
that the name developed from the 
city of Foochow; however, there is 

no actual proof of this. 

The lion is known as the proud 
master of the feline race. It is not 
indigenous to China, although lion 
artwork and sculptures were import-
ed gifts to the Emperor. Foo Dogs 
have the appearance of a lion. The 
lion, in Buddhist religion, is seen as 
sacred, and has sometimes been 
offered to Buddha as a sacrifice. 
The name given to these guardians 
originates from China. The Chinese 
word for Buddha is Fo or Fu, which 
led to the original title — “Dog of 

Fo”. 

Some Buddhist deities are oc-
casionally depicted mounted on the 
beast. It is an emblem of valor and 
energy, those indispensable comple-
ments of wisdom, and embroidered 
on the court robes of military officials 

of the second grade. 

These “dogs of Fo” or Foo Dogs 
(Buddha’s companions) are often 
placed at the threshold of temples, 
tombs and even residences. The 
Foo Dog was the protector of sacred 

buildings and a defender of law. 

Foo Dog artwork varied. Bud-
dha was sometimes depicted on the 
back of the great beast, but Foo 
Dogs are more often displayed in a 
powerful guarding position. The 
creature is sometimes presented 
holding a spear in its paw. This was 
the representation of the peace and 
serenity the animal would maintain 

for the sanctuary it was guarding, thus 
discouraging any wrong doers and de-
mon spirits from entering the place of 

tranquility. 

It is important to point out that the 
Foo Dog is also known as the Celestial 
Dog and the Happiness Dog. The animal 
is a symbol of energy and value and is 

often displayed in a male/female pair. 

The Foo Dog pair is usually shown 
with the male holding one paw on a 
sphere symbolizing the Earth, while the 

female holds a cub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They come in many shapes, sizes, 
different materials and colors. Their fac-
es have a mischievous and almost devil-
ish look about them; and, their eyes are 
normally wide open, with a tiny speck in 
the middle. This threatening appearance 
is what gives the idea that they guard 

against evil spirits. 

The Foo Dog is embodied in rich 
Chinese history and tradition. They are 
still very popular today, not only in Chi-
na, but also in other parts of the world. 
They are fantastic dogs, not only infused 

 

Foo Dogs or Shishi Lions, Shrine & Temple Guardians  

Male Foo Dog 

Female Foo Dog 
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the left. 

Chinese lions are intended to 
reflect the emotion of the animal as 
opposed to the reality of the lion. 
This is in distinct opposition to the 
traditional English lion, which is a 
lifelike depiction of the animal. The 
claws, teeth and eyes of the Chi-
nese lion represent power. Few, if 
any, muscles are visible in the Chi-
nese lion, whereas the English lion 
shows its power through its life-like 
characteristics rather than through 

stylized representation. 

Asiatic lions were once quite 
common throughout their historic 
range in Southwest, South and 
Central Asia, and are believed to 
be the ones depicted by the guardi-
an lions (Foo Dogs) in Chinese 
culture. In India, where the Asiatic 
lion also lived, it is known by its 
ancient Sanskrit name “Sinh” or 
“Simha,” and due to travels of Bud-
dhist monks, many East Asian lan-
guages have borrowed from this 
Sanskrit word for lion. Since an-
cient times, Lion statues adorned 
palaces and temples and other 
important buildings in India and in 
Buddhist culture, Lion was depicted 
as the protector of Dharma. In Hin-
duism, lions are associated with 

Gods and Goddesses. 

Reference to guardian lions as 
dogs in Western cultures may be 
due to the Japanese reference to 
them as “Korean dogs” due to their 
transmission from China through 
Korea into Japan. It may also be 
due to the misidentification of the 
guardian lion figures as represent-
ing certain Chinese dog breeds, 
such as the Chow Chow or Peking-
ese. The Pekingese (also known as 
the Lion Dog or Peking Lion Dog) 
is an ancient breed of toy dog, orig-
inating in China. They are called 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lion Dogs due to the resemblance to 
Chinese guardian lions (the Shih Tzu 
is also known as a Lion Dog in Chi-

nese. 

This breed was favored by royal-
ty of the Chinese Imperial Court as 
both a lap dog and companion dog, 
and its name refers to the city of Pe-
king (Beijing), where the Forbidden 
City is located. The breed originated 
in Western China in antiquity. Recent 
DNA analysis confirms that the Pe-
kingese breed is one of the oldest 
breeds of dog, and one of the least 

genetically diverged from the wolf. 

You can see the resemblance to 
a lion in the Chow Chow, known in 

Chinese as “Puffy Lion Dog.” 

Although the form of the Chi-
nese guardian lion was quite varied 
during its early history in China, the 
appearance, pose and accessories 
of the lions eventually became stand-
ardized and formalized during the 
Ming and Qing dynasties into more 

or less its present form. 

Source: Wikipedia, “Chinese 
Guardian Dogs.” 

Foo Dogs or Shishi Lions, Shrine & Temple Guardians  

with artwork, but with meaning. 

The Foo Dog (Shishi Lions) are 
traditionally carved from decorative 
stone, such as marble and granite or 
cast in bronze or iron. Because of the 
high cost of these materials and the 
labor require dto produce them, private 
use of guardian Foo Dogs was tradi-
tionally reserved for wealthy or elite 
families. Indeed, a traditional symbol of 
a family’s wealth or social status was 
the placement of guardian lions in front 

of the family home.  

Foo Dogs are always presented in 
pairs, a manifestation of yin and yang, 
the female representing the yin and 
the male yang. The male lion has its 
foot on a type of cloth ball simply 
called an “embroidered ball,” which is 
sometimes carved with a geometric 
pattern. The female is essentially iden-
tical but has a cub under the left paw, 
representing the cycle of life. Symboli-
cally, the female lion protects those 
dwelling inside (the living soul within), 
while the male guards the structure 
(the external material elements). 
Sometimes, the female has her mouth 
closed and the male’s is open. This 
symbolizes the enunciation of the sa-
cred word “om.” However, Japanese 
adaptations state that the male is in-
haling, representing life, while the fe-
male exhales, representing death. 
Other styles have both lions with a 
single large pearl in each of their par-
tially opened mouths. The pearl is 
carved so that it can roll about in the 
lion’s mouth, but sized just large 
enough so that it can never be re-

moved. 

According to feng shui, correct 
placement of the Foo Dogs is im-
portant to ensure their beneficial effect. 
When looking at the entrance from 
outside the building, facing the lions, 
the male lion with the ball is on the 
right and the female with the cub is on 



 

-7- 

We often hear about service 
dogs and the many wonderful things 
they contribute to society, but some-
times certain breeds have a history 
that might surprise some, such as 
the Airedale Terrier.  Hopefully, you 
will enjoy this historical article on 
the Airedales’ contribution to the 
war effort. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As centenary commemorations of 

the sacrifices of men and women in 
World War One got underway, efforts 
were also being made to mark the work 
of Britain’s war dogs. 

It was on the beaches of the Barry 
Buddon military training center, in An-
gus, that Lt. Col. Edwin Hautenville 
Richardson first proved that man’s best 
friend could follow him to the front lines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richardson was living in Camoustie 

in the run-up to World War One, when 
he demonstrated how dogs — in particu-
lar, Airedale Terriers — could be trained 
to carry out a range of military tasks, 
from carrying messages to locating in-
jured men. 

Other  countries, including France 
and Germany, were already using dogs 
in a variety of roles, but it was Richard-

son’s work in Scotland that convinced 
the British High Command that the ani-
mals had a role to play at the front. 

As early as 1895, Richardson no-
ticed a German man buying a sheepdog 
from a shepherd and learned that the 
German army was buying large quanti-
ties of British Collies for military service. 

After marrying fellow dog lover 
Blanche Bannon, the couple bought 
land for farming on the east coast of 
Scotland, where they pursued mutual 
interest in canine training. 

Officers at the nearby Barry Bud-
don army camp took an interest in their 
work, and let Richardson bring his dogs 
in to experiment during the training of 
soldiers as war clouds gathered over 
Europe. 

The Richardsons were eventually 
asked to set up the British War Dogs 
training school at Shoeburyness Essex, 
where they trained hundreds of hounds 
for service in both World Wars. 

Wendy Turner, secretary of the 
Airedale Terrier Club of Scotland, can 
see why Richardson considered the 
determined terriers to have the right 
character for military service. 

“At first, he specialized in Collies 
and terriers, but then in the Airedale, he 
found what he considered to be the 
ideal dog,” she said. 

“They’re very determined. They’re 
very single-minded and there is no stop-
ping them. 

“Richardson was obviously an ex-
perienced trainer — they’re notoriously 
difficult to train and you have to start 
from a young age.” 

“He used Barry Buddon for helping 
examine the dogs for them. It was done 
unofficially for the officers there, before 
he would take them down south and 
show them the finished product.” 

Once their usefulness became 
clear, the animals were widely used by 
the Red Cross on the battlefield, as well 
as carrying messages for the military 
and acting as guard dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Red Cross used them as 
first aid carriers. They had a little 
package on their neck with medica-
tion in it and they were used for go-
ing out and finding wounded soldiers 
on the battlefield,” said Mrs. Turner. 

“Edwin Richardson would actual-
ly pay unemployed locals to come 
and be the injured and dead people 
lying about the dunes so the dogs 
could find them. 

The dogs were trained to wear 
gas masks and navigate the treach-
erous and often terrifying conditions 
of the front lines. 

There are countless tales of 

heroic service on the part of war 
dogs. One Airedale, named Jack, 
came to the rescue of his battalion 
when they found themselves totally 
cut off, surrounded by shell-holes 
and barbed wire —and needed to 
summon reinforcements. 

“No man could get through the 
environment, and their one chance 
was Jack,” said Alastair Petried, a 
former Lieutenant Colonel in the Ter-
ritorial Army, who has owned a num-
ber of Airedales. 

“A piece of shrapnel smashed 
his jaw, but he carried on; and anoth-
er shell tore open his coat, right 
down his back, and he kept on going. 
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“Finally, his forepaw was shat-
tered, but he dragged his body for the 
last three kilometers. 

There was the glaze of death in 
his eyes when he reached headquar-
ters, but he had done his work — he 
saved his battalion.” 

Richardson’s work continued 
right into World War Two, although 
the school was moved to Bufford, in 
Wiltshire, and he even penned a book 
about British war dogs and their train-
ing. 

The Airedale Terrier Club of 
Scotland planned a celebration of the 
work of Richardson and the sacrifices 
made by all dogs during the war. 

“It’s wonderful when you read 
about them — although obviously I 
am biased towards Airedales,” Mrs. 
Turner said. 

“They really were magnificent!” 
 

Source:  BBC News, “How man’s 
best friend joined him at the 
front.” 

******** 
8 Things You Didn’t Know 
About the Airedale Terrier 

 
1. They were originally used to hunt 

rats. The Airedale Terrier origi-
nated in the Aire River Valley in 
England, where they hunted 
large rats. Airedales often com-
peted in the rat hunting contests, 
which attracted lots of specta-
tors. Ferrets would be sent into 
rat burrows to flush out the ro-
dents and the Airedales would 
then chase them into the river. 

2. They are the largest of the Terri-
ers. Male Airedale Terriers are 
about 23 inches tall at the shoul-
der, making them the largest in 
the Terrier group—sometimes 
called “The King of the Terriers.” 
His size and intelligence make 

him an extremely versatile dog: he’s 
expanded well beyond hunting rats, 
to hunting large game and perform-
ing many other jobs. 

3. They  served in the Military, as dis-
cussed in the previous article. 

4. One Airedale earned the Victoria 
Cross. This was Jack, who saved 
his battalion. Shortly after complet-
ing his mission, Jack died from his 
injuries. He was posthumously 
awarded the Victoria Cross, the 
highest honor in the United King-
dom. 

5. They were among the first police 
dogs. The Airedale Terrier was one 
of the first breeds to be used for 
police work in Great Britain and 
Germany. Given their bravery dur-
ing the war, it is no wonder Aire-
dales were tapped for police ser-
vice. 

6. An Airedale appeared in “One Hun-
dred and One Dalmatians.” When 
Disney made a live-action version of 
“One Hundred and One Dalmatians” 
in 1996, they cast an Airedale Terri-
er in the role of Colonel, the wise 
old dog who helps Pongo and Per-
dita find their puppies. In the ani-

mated film, Colonel is an Old 
English Sheepdog, but the pro-
ducers of the live-action film 
chose an Airedale instead, be-
cause they are so easy to train. 

7. Many presidents have had Aire-
dales. Woodrow Wilson, Warren 
Harding and Calvin Coolidge — 
three successive presidents — 
all had Airedale Terriers. Their 
names were Davie, Laddie Boy, 
and Laddie Buck, respectively, 
though Laddie Buck’s name was 
later changed to Paul Pry. 

8. John Wayne’s nickname came 
from an Airedale. John Wayne’s 
nickname, Duke, actually came 
from his pet Airedale Terrier. 
When Wayne was a boy, he 
owned an Airedale named Duke, 
that he would frequently take to 
visit the local fire station. The 
firemen would say, “here come 
Big Duke and Little Duke.” John 
Wayne was Little Duke. The 
nickname stuck with him for the 
rest of his life. 

 
Source: AKC.org 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the read-
er board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown from 
its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.  For those experiencing such a need, Kathy Lindsay 
(5683) will offer assistance. 
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Deb Creveling    5628 
Bonnie Erickson     5054 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Joyce Moss     5667 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mary-Wales North    5687 
 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

 
Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Linda Herrick     5710 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

 

 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies!  

Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Mary McAfee               5410  
 

In-Home Pet Sitting 

Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny: In-home pet-sitting, dog walking, 
vet and grooming visits.  

(541) 218-6965      lorimckinstry15@yahoo.com 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Nessie Daniels 
Besk Lindsay 

mailto:maurie@melaufer.com
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  
Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 
 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 
Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 
Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  
Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 
 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 
MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-
Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 
SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

 
 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 
Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-
pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 
YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 
Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 
Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 
FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 
FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 
GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 
LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 
Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 
Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 
ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a ven-
ue for residents to exchange information re-
garding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) availa-
ble veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sitting, 
dog walkers, trainers and pet supply stores.  
Additionally, PPP manages the off-leash dog 
parks and develops new programs benefiting a 
majority of pets and their owners.   

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


